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POLITICAL (DOMESTIO). 


Tat Oudh Akhbér wants to have the old rule restored, 
under which a receipt was given for every parcel entrusted to 
the post-office for despatch. Since the abolition of this salu- 
tary rule, complaints of the loss of books and pamphlets have 
been numerous. Measures are needed td increase the safety 
of letter-post also. 


The Allygurh I; nstitute Gazette repéls the eeinnial of an 
English newspaper that to pass the Civil Service Examination 
is no sure test of the fitness of a native of India for admission 
into the service, integrity and truthfulness being also necessary 
qualifications, -which cannot be taken for granted among an 
imperfectly civilized people. Those who make these objec- 
‘tions wish only to exclude the natives of India from the just 
reward of passing the examination. - If there are dishonest 
and lying natives, there are Europeans far worse, men who 
dishonour their neighbours’ wives, destroy the record of their 
own orders and criminal processes, take bribes, use scurrilous 
language and sometimes open violence in Court, convict or 
acquit of capital charges at the bidding of their serishtadars, 
‘and so on; yet their public character is never called in 
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question, and they always receive unqualified praise from 
Government; while the poor natives are ever found fault with 
in one way or another, whether with or without any just 


cause, simply because it has been their misfortune to be born 
in India, and not in England. 


The Lauh-~i-Mahfée regrets that daring thefts and rob- 
berries should have now become the order of the day in the 
British dominions, aud wonders that Government, which is 
ever ready to check the least irregularity in Native states, 
should be so indifferent to the crying abuses and grievances 
existing in its own terri tories. 

The Akhbdr-t- Anjum an-i-Hind remarks that while mea-. 
sures have been adopted by Government for putting a stop to 
various kinds of cruelty exercised towards animals—such as 
overloading beasts of burden, yoking a single horse in a dak 
carriage, and seating an indefinite number of passengers upon 
it, hanging live birds for market by the feet, and so on,—its 
attention has not been directed to the tortures inflicted by 
pigeon-fanciers on pigeons. These men pull out the feathers of 
the pigeons (Autti bandnd), and then catching the bird by one 
leg shake it and fling it in the air, to lure the pigeons of their 
neighbours. Others give the birds warm water when they 
come home in the evening, to make them eject the grain they 
have. picked up during the day, which the bird-fancier after- 
wards turns to his own uses. These tortures, which sometimes 
cause death, are said to be commonest in Lucknow city. 


The editor hopes the attention of Government will be 


turned to these barbarities, and that. steps will be taken for 
putting a stop to them. - 


The Rohilkhund Akhbér has a long leader on the law for- 


bidding natives of India to carry arms. This subject has of 
late been much discussed by the Native Press. _ 


With one or two exceptions, the editors (mostly hens 
dusts are against the prohibition, and would have -it with- 
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drawn. The Rohilkhund Akhbdr says that the arguments for 
the prohibition of arms to the natives. of India are—{1) that 
arms would be used in private quarrels ; (2) that the criminal 
classes would be doubly dangerous with arms in their hands ; 
(3) that runaway convicts would he arrested at greater risk ; 
(4) that the police would be met by armed resistance to every 
petty process; (5) that the police would swear men into 
prison on false gharges of armed force ; (6) that there would 
be the chance of a second mutiny. 2 


All these arguments are worthless. Orime was not on 
the increase before the disarmament of the natives; and it 
is awe of the British power, not want of arms, that keeps quiet 
a people who, moreover, are not likely svon to forget, the 
lessons of 1857-58. | 


On the other side, there are the following arguments, which 
outweigh anything that can be brought against them :— 


(a) The distinction in respect.of the use of arms between 
Christians and Natives constantly reminds the latter of the 
distrust with which Government looks upon them, and of the 
hollowness of the promises repeatedly made by Her Majes- 
ty’s Government that equal privileges will be allowed to all 
classes of her Indian subjects, irrespective of colour or creed. 


(6) Since the disarmament of the Natives, thefts and rob- 
beries have become very frequent. 


(c) Noxious animals, which were formerly killed by sports- 
men, have increased to such an extent that Government has. 
to lay out large sums of money for their destruction. 


(d) Foreign nations tax the Natives with being under the 
sway of a woman who dare not grant them their arms. 


(e) The people are becoming effeminate instead of taking 
to athletic sports and the exercise of arms; they are vying 
with each other in imitatin g the feminine virtues. 


The writer hopes Government will take due notice of the 
above, and. by re-calling. the prohibition in question remove 
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the last memorial of the late mutiny, and give the people the 
chance of striking a loyal blow when need calls. 


The Kavi Vachan Sudhé complains of the filthy state of 
Maldiha, a place in Benares, and calls upon the municipality 


to see to it. The neighbourhood of Pisnahree Kunwa is said 
to be especially dirty. 


The Benares Akhbar calls in question the justice of the 
rule under which, while Government holds the chiefs of native 
states responsible for the loss of any parcels, &c., which may 
happen to be stolen in passing by post through their territories, 
it is itself not responsible for any loss or damage which may 


occur in respect of anything entrusted to the post-office for 
conveyance. 


The public pay Government for carrying their letters, and 
should have the same right of action against it, in case of loss 


of the thing to be carried, as would — —* a 


common carrier. 


~The editor hopes the sails of Lord Northbrook will be 
invited to the above, and that His Excellency will order the 


amendment of the rule in n question according to the suggestion 
here made. 


The Shola-i- Tir repeats the common complaint of the loss 
of newspapers in the post-office. 


The editor has recently been told by a subscriber at Agra 
(the Treasurer of the Bank of Bengal) that for the last four 


months his paper has come very irregularly, several numbers 


having been lost in transit by post. The editor ‘has often 
complained to the Postmaster-General, but to no purpose. 


The Roznamcha, of the 13th J anuary, points out that mock- 
auctions, where the auctioneer is dressed as a European, and 
has chuprassies about him, have become common in some 
towns asa new mode of cheating. The worst places are 


Bareilly city and the Magh fair at. Allahabad, where these 
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auctions were lately stopped by the authorities; but on the 
so-called auctioneers offering to pay a rent for the right of 
carrying on their sales, the evil has been suffered to revive. 
Government should interfere. 


The Panjabi Akhbar of the 17th January, under the head- 
ing “ Umritsur,” says that it is little marvel that vaccination 
should find small favour among Natives when the parents 
whose child is to be vaccinated have to wait like prisoners till 
some 150 children are gathered together, before the vaccinator. 
will begin work. The attention of Government is invited to 
this. 


~ The Roznamcha, of the same date, mentions an other instance 
to show how common thefts are in Lucknow. A purse 
containing Rs. 500 was stolen from the shop of one Chokey, 


a shroff in Hoseinabad bazaar, during his absence for a few 
minutes. : 


The same paper, of the 19th January, blames the recent 


centralisation of the Lucknow city police for the increase of 
thefts in the city. 


A Muttra cian iii of the Agra Akhbar, of the 20th 
January, says that Mukhun Lall, Gomashta of Seth Gobind 
Dass of Muttra, was robbed on the road between Muttra and 
Bindrabun. The gomashta, the driver of the cart, and two 


chowkeedars who showed fight, were wounded, and the bul- 
locks of the cart were carried off. 


A correspondent of the Shola-i-Tér, of the same date, 
states that among the various projects for the welfare of its 
subjects which the Government of the Bengal has constantly 
at heart, its efforts for checking the use of spirituous liquors, 
which is now becoming a prevailing evil, deserve. special 
credit, By these measures the price of spirits has been much 
raised, and before long the consumption of spirits will be 
forbidden, except. under license from Government, 
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The writer approves of. these proceedings, and calls upon 
the Government of the North-West: to follow the example set: 
by the sister Government. | 


The Rozndmcha, of the same date, regrets to find that 
repeated complaints should be received of the frequency of 
robberies on the road between Lucknow and’ Seetapore. 
Every second or ‘third day d&k-garries are plundered on the 
road, without any steps being taken towards putting a stop 
to the grievance. The robbers come armed with lathies, in 
bands of fifteen or twenty, strike down the coachman,. and 
falling upon the passengers plunder them of all their property, 
and then runaway. No trace of offenders or property is dis- 
covered, and the poor travellers, besides loss of their goods, 
sometimes lose their lives also. ‘Two daring crimes of this 


kind happened quite recently at Bijwar close to Seetapore, 
and a third near Jelalpore. . 


The above complaint is also noticed by the Asdr-ul-Amsdr, 


which gives a detailed account of the highway robberies which 
took place near Bijwar. 


The Naf-ul-Azim, of the same dake. draws attention to.the 


need of repairing the pucka road between Ferozpore and 
Loodhiana, as well as that between Puttiala and Rajpore. 
Both these roads are said to be in very bad repair. 


The Matla-i-N ur, of the same date, in its local news 
column, gives an account of a highway robbery near Mouzah 
Otree in Pergunnah Bilhour (Cawnpore). The two dak- 
garries were stopped, the drivers and passengers were beaten 
with lathies, and property valued at Rs. 650 was carried off. 
Shortly before this a similar attack had been made on the cart 
carrying the luggage of the office establishment of the Collec- . 
tor, near Mouzah Neela ; but the servants with the cart were on 
the alert, and the robbers got nothing except a policeman's 
bag of brass pots.. The police are after the robbers. 


The Rohilkhund Akhbar of the 21st January, in a comniu- 
nicated article, remarks on Bp the way in which persons, capecially 
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young men, are enticed away from their families by faqeers 
and religious ascetics. Ata sacred place of the Hindoos the 
writer lately fell in with some persons who were crying bit- 
terly. On asking the cause he was told that two young men, 
who had had a quarrel with their families, had been persuaded 
to leave their young wives and all their friends, and to become 
the disciples of the faqeers of the place. The writer, with 
much difficulty, had the young men restored to their families. 


The writer would suffer no man to turn Jogee until after 


fall enquiry by the thannahdar, under the Magistrate’s orders, 
and proof that the man was altogether a free agent in the 
matter. ? 


In its local news column, the same paper notices the plun- 
. dering of a shigram full of goods near Tigree (Moradabad). 


The police are busy in making a search, but no trace of the 
offenders has been discovered for so far. 


The Akhbar-t-Munjman-i-Punjab of the 23rd January says 
that the Lahore Mussulmans have been forbidden to bury their 
dead in the customary burial ground, and have to carry them 
a long way to a burial ground where a fee is charged for the 
right of interment. This grievance should be remedied. 


The Lauh-i-Mahfuz of the same date states, on the au- 
thority of a correspondent at Budaon, that the putwarees there 
are to be examined again in April next ; they have passed their 


examination already, and have neither time nor courage for a 
second, A | 


The correspondent also invites attention to the unbecom- 
ing behaviour of the Tuhseeldar of Suheswan (Budaon), who 
is said to be in the habit of using abusive language towards 
the putwarees of the tuhseel. 


The Lawrence Gazette of the same date says that letter- 
boxes like those in Bareilly, Delhi, &., are badly: wanted in 
Meerut. At present there is a single letter-box at.the hotwa- 
4ee, to the great inconvenience of the people of far mohnllas, 
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The Oordoo Akhbar of the 24th January ‘points out the 
need of purifying the water of the wells of Lucknow, which — 
is said to be so unwholesome as to affect all who drink it with 
diseases, which are sometimes fatal. , 


a... correspondent. of the Marwar Gazette of the 26th Ja a 
nuary complains in strong terms of the Roorkee Police, who 
are thoroughly corrupt. The capa cases are “mentioned 
in proof:— ae 


(a.) Two daring thefts were committed in the: ‘shops of 
Rujjub Ali and Abdoollah, merchants, which ire situated i in 
the southern centre, and proper ty worth Rs. 35 and Rs. 60, 
respectively, was carried away. : 


(b.) A thief took away a purse of Rs. 800 from the lio of 
Murlee Das, a cloth merchant, — 


(c.) Surfuraz Ali, a mesohant, was arrested on a , charge 
of having purchased some tea said to belong to the Camp of © 
Exercise, although on enquiry the poor man was found to be 
Innocent. 


_ (d@.) Rs. 500 were stolen from the shop of a wisi bagein 
outside the city, hard by the encampment of a company of 
soldiers. 


A correspondent of the Lauh-i-Mahfii of the 30th Janu- 

ary visited Bareilly lately, and says that although it is the 
suddur station of the Rohilkhund Division, it 1 18 in. a Worse 
state than any other town. : 


Firstly, the cleanliness of the city is sna neglected all 
the streets and lanes, except the main street which runs 
through the entire length of the city; are exceédingly filthy, . 
and most of them are kuchha and full of holes. The muni- 
cipality must be asleep.. 


| Secondly, thefts and: robberies are very frequent. . [N ot. 
- long ago a band of 20 or 25 men entered the house of Akber 
Hosein Khan, a gentleman living in Mohulla Qila, at nine at 
night, before the people of the house had gone to bed. Some 
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of ths robbers kept the people of the house quiet by threats isa 
drawn swords, while the rest plundered the house at their 
leisure. A similar case occurred at the house of a mahajun 

in the old city. In brief, thefts are of such frequent occurs, 
rence in the city that the doors of houses are shut at 8 P.M.» 
and the people cannot sleep in peace at night. 


‘Thirdly, robberies are common on the road between ‘the: 
city and the railway station. This is chiefly owing (1) to 
the brick-kilas, broken ground, and bushes beside the -road,. . 
which serve as hiding-places for thieves, and (2) to the hours. 
of arrival and departure of the Moradabad Trains, which. 
are 11 p. M. and 6 A.M. respectively, and the absence of any 
accommodation for passengers at the station, in consequence: 
of which passengers on alighting at the station have to leave it, 
for the city at midnight, while travellers from Bareilly have 
to go to the station at 3 A.M., so as to be in time to procure 
tickets. And thieves freely aes and jeave the city under the ~ 
guise of railway passengers. 


A correspondent of the Rajputana Social Science Congress 
Gazette of the same date notices the prevalence of thefts in 
the city of Agra, and gives particulars of certain cases which 
lately happened there. 


The Punjabi Akhbér of the 31st J anuary, in a communi- 
cated article, draws attention to the pernicious custom prevail- 
ing among the inhabitants of the Punjab of asking large feos — 
from the men who marry their daughters —a subject which 
has often been noticed in the Selections. These high prices 
greatly limit the demand for wives, and iaen and women 
remain unmarried till the age of 30 or 40, which is the cause 
of many detestable crimes. 


Government is called upon to oe the abuse, as it 
may fairly do,:since both the Hindoo and the Mahomeday 
law fix the age for marriage at from 12 to 15 years. - Go- 
vernment should follow in the steps. of Dewan Sanwul Mull 
in the days of Sikh Fa who compelled pareute to find 
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husbands for all their daughters who were not married by the. 
. age of 10.» | . 


The same paper states that within two weeks three cases 
of highway robberies have occurred in the Boolundshubur Dis- 
trict.. “ Among these the writer mentions the plundering of a 
shigram which was coming from the railway station to the 
city. . The.persons in the carriage were also hurt. 


'- ++ A correspondent of the Rohilkhund Akhbar of the ‘same 
date says that the dak garries on the road between Futtehgurh © 
and Shekoabad are out of repair, and the horses are lean and 
miserable, and are changed at every second stage only. 

This is in defiance of the Government rules for the regu- 
lation of dak-garries, and something should be done by the 
authorities. .A Government mail-cart should run on the road; 
it would pay its own expenses from the passengers’ fees. 


The Akhbar-i- Anjuman-i-Hind of the same date deplores 
the poverty of India and the miseries of famine, which are 
yearly closing around the country, and which will go on in- 
creasing until the people attend to the agricultural arts, which 
have been carried to such high perfection in Europe, and 
until Government helps to place the means for the acquisition 
of these arts within the reach of the people. If Government 
did but know it, other provinces are-no better off than Bengal. 
The case of Oudh is especially bad. The heavy rains of 1872 
did much damage; the dearness of grain throughout that 
year and 1873 has impoverished the people; ‘and the sudden 
stoppage of the rains of 1873 made the khureef harvest very 
poor, while the rubbee was wholly lost. If Government does 


not speedily interfere, relief works like those in Bengal will 
be needed. | 


(a) A revision of the land-revenue settlement, which is 
ruining zemindars and cultivators by its severity. 
(0) A list Of persons of respectable families, especially. 
purdah nisheen women, who are in distress, but who would rather 
die of starvation than stoop to beg for alms, should be 


( 43 ) 


prepared bi: a committee of gentlemen of the mohullahs, and a 
monthly allowance. should be fixed for the support of the 
women whose names were entered on the list. . 


In its correspondence column, the same paper mentions the 
plundering of a party of mahajuns by persons of bad livelihood 
near Mouzah Bursinda on the road to Kursee ( Lucknow). 
The writer blames the negligence of the police and the zemin- 
dars, and hopes the authorities will take serious notice of the 
affair. 


; The Oordoo Delhi. Gunite of the same ‘dake letets oe a 
correspondent at Ghazeepore that the growing dearness of 
grain has brought the poorer classes of the people to great 
distress, and thefts, burglaries, and other crimes. are on the 
increase. The writer mentions a recent instance in which pro- 
perty valued at Rs. 100 was -burglariously stolen from the 
house of a native. The constable i in whose beat the theft took 
place was. sleeping at the time at a Sean's ahop at a 
short distance from the house, 


Cases of this kind are frequent in the city, and although 
the usual enquiries are made, no trace of the offenders is ever 
found. The writer thinks that if police constables were pro- 
vided with lanterns and arms, and inspectors were to go 
round the city at night, thefts would be stopped. 


The Mtir-ul-Anwar of the same date states that a mahaj on’ 
who was travelling with his family from Khoorja towards 
Allygurh (his native city) in a cart, was attacked near 
Purao Munna Devee by a band. of robbers, who wounded 
him, killed the cart-driver, and then ruthlessly stripped the 


women of their ornaments, which they tore from their ears. 
and noses, 


_ A similar ease is aan to. have hanmeeuns in the close vici- 
nity of Allygurh.. The women.of the family of Lokmun 
‘Dass, pleader, who were travelling from Aurungabad towards 


that city, were robbed of their gold and Sire: ornaments near 
the Achul tank. 


* ¥ 
. ‘6 - 
° * 


nee. 


ite a 
©, 


a« * 


2 aap” 


— 


The. Muraqga-t- -Tahzib of the -1st February points out 
the need of treatises on agriculture for the teaching of the 
zemindars and cultivators of this country, and suggests that 
the Government of .the North-Western Provinees, would do 
well to. afford special encouragement to such books as well. as 
to those relating to female education. 


The Jalwd-i-Tér of the same date has ‘Bean’ informed | 


that a daring dacoity took place in a village in-the Moozuf- 


fernuggur District. Property worth several thousand rupees — 
was carried away by the dacoits, and a man and a woman 
were killed, while a third person was severely. wounded. 


The editor wonders that daring crimes like this, aecom- 
panied with loss of life, should happen in the British domi- 
nions, and he urges on Government the imperative necessity 
of adopting effective measures for putting a stop to them. | 


The Akmal-ul-Akhbdr of the same date points out the 
need of a special Act to enable editors of newspapers to 
recover the price of their papers from defaulting subscribers. 
While. Government has done so. much to eneourage the spread 
of newspapers by giving liberty to the press and reducing 
the rate of newspaper postage, the failure on the. part of most 
of the subscribers to pay the price due by them, notwithstand- 
ing repeated dunning, is a stumbling-block in the way of 


suceess and prosperity of vernacular newspapers, and ul ti- 
mately causes their ruin. 


The Act should empower the Civil Courts to issue a decree 
against a defaulting subscriber on the deposition of the editor; 
and proof of entry of the defaulter’s name in the register of 
subscribers to the newspaper. Where the defaulter is a resi- 
dent of another city, or of a Native state, the decree should be 
sent for execution to the Court of that city, or to the. Political 
Agent or Resident of the N ative state. The issue of such an 


Act will in itself be a sufficient warning to purchasers of 
newspapers to ke regular i in ‘har paymevt, 
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The ‘Samay Vinod’ of the same date siggiects the abolition 
of the latrines built in the rear of the Almorah Bazaar, anc. 
the grant of permission to the inhabitants to build privies of 
their own to their houses, with strict injanctions to keep them 
clean. The plan, in the editor’s indict will Lbe hi guly benefi- 
cial in @ sanitary. point of view... 


~ The Saiyid-ul-ARKbdr of the same dts under the heading 
” aabaieaagen,” states that thieves:commit much mischief in 
the city, and that the police, in ordef to escape from blame, 
record serious cases as petty thefts. For instance, Ali 
Bukhsh, a weaver, had property estimated at Rs. 1,000 stolen 
from his house, but represented his loss as much less, through 
fear of the Police. | ? 


A Benares correspondent. of. the Puttiald Akhbér of the 
2nd February remarks that while:men who pass the pleaders’ 
and mookhtars’ examination reap the fruit of their labours 
by being allowed to practise as pleaders and mookhtars as soon 
as they have obtained a diploma, candidates for a tuhseeldar- 
ship, who spend years in a laborious and expensive course of 
Jegal study, on passing the prescribed examination, seldom, if 
ever,-get a: tuhseeldarship or even a peshkarship ; for when 
any of these posts fall’ ‘vacant they’ are usually filled up by the 
pets of the distriet officers. aon 


The writer thinks this extremely uD) just, and would lave 

Government see to it. In his opinion, a list of all passed 
candidates for tuhseeldarships, arranged according to the 
number and year of passing of each, should be kept in the 
Commissionet’s Office, in order that whenever any vacanciés 
— they may be filled up from the names on the list in ordet 
of rank, i 


> 


The Ravi. Vachan Sudhé of the same date draws atten- 


tion to the practice of singing obscene songs, and the mischief 
done and various oppression practised on the people by black- 
guards during the Holee festival ; and calls upon Government 


to adopt measures for putting a‘ stop to the evils. 
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A correspondent of the same paper, writing from U mritsur, 
calls the attention of the authorities to the following points: — 


(1.) The practice of furious tkka-driving in the bazaars and 
public streets, and of running ikka races, to the danger of life 
and limb. There was a grand race of 200itkas on the Turan 
Tarun Road, to which a great crowd of spectators came, and 
bets were freely laid. A Brahman lad of about 16 rats uld 

was run over and killed. 


- (2.) Thefts are of frequent occurrence in the city, and the — 
offenders, when captured, escape punishment, because the 
authorities call upon the captors to produce witnesses, which 
is impossible ; and the thieves escape by bribing the police._ 


The Oudh Akhbdr of the 3rd February regrets that the 
patronage formerly given by Government to private presses, 
by having the printing work of the public offices executed at 
them, has been lessened, if not wholly withdrawn. According 
to the editor, considering the immense good done by private 
presses, both to the people and the Government, by issuing and 
circulating newspapers, printing and publishing numerous 
literary and scientific works, and in other ways, it ought to be 
the duty of Government to give them every aid and encour- 
agement in its power. Besides, Government offices can be 
very cheaply provided by private presses with priated registers, 
pottahs, and other forms of returns. In short, important poli- 
tical advantages are derived from private presses, and they are 
the means of disseminating much good among the public, and 


it is therefore proper that the ruling power should afford 
them every help and encouragement. | 


The writer concludes by offering grateful acknowledgments 
to the Oudh Government and the officers subordinate to it for 


having all along extended their aid and patronage to the 
- awal Kishore Press. 


The Roznémcha prefers a similar complaint, . 


oe 


- The Oudh Akhbir of ‘the 8rd February learns from a 
correspondent at Ajmere that thefts lave of late become very 
common inthat. city. In one.case the thieves were bold and 
clever enough to, steal five camels from the camp of the late 
Agent to the ‘Governor-General. for Rajpootana, and some 
luggage belonging to the Camp of the Political Agent of 
Jodhpore, in spite of the police guard. They then entered 
the tent of the Agency Treasurer and searched for the trea- 
sure, but failing to find it, carried away all the property in the 
tent. No trace of the thieves wasfound. The writer regrets. 
that, while the Camp of the Governor-General’s Agent on its 
way from Aboo passed quite safe through the territory inha-. 
bited by the Maina and Baoree tribes, such a serious ‘theft 


should have occurred in a suddur station within the English 
dominions. 


_A daring case of dacoity is also stated to have happened 
near Mouzah Chicha Das, three miles from the city. of Ajmere. 
The robbers killed ‘a coachman, wounded four men, and plua- 
dered all the money and property they possessed. News of the 
robbery was conveyed to Ajmere by the chowkeedar of the 


mouzah, when a search was made, and the wounded men were 
sent to the hospital for treatment. | 


The Shola-i-Tiér of the same date mentions the particu- - 
lars of another dacoity which occurred in Ajmere recently. 
Some grain-dealers, who were returning from that city to 
Jeypore with the money got by the sale of the grain which | 
they had carried thither, on reaching near Mouzah Lohagul, 
about two miles from Ajmere, were attacked by robbers, who 


killed one of them and cut off the fingers of another, and 
then took the money in their possession. _ ea 


“The Muir Gazette :of the 4th February bewails the state 
‘of the native officials subordinate to the Collectors-of Dis- 
tricts. Their destinies are entirely inthe hands of the Collec- 
‘tors, who can ‘retain them ‘in office, or dismiss them at their 
Sovereign will and pleasure; while Government places such 
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implicit confidence in them as never to interferoxwith their 
decision in such matters, however wrong and unjust it may: 
be. The case of Yusuf Khan, Tuhseeldar, is an example. 
The Collector of Seharunpore made an unfavorable report of 
him, expressing his unfitness for a tuhseeldarship, and recom- 
mending his dismissal. and having obtained the Commission-. 
er’s sanction, had him removed from office, without waiting 
for the orders of Government. Meanwhile, the Collector of 
Boolundshuhur wrote to Government in favor of the tuhseeldar, 
and expressed his willingness to take him into his own district, 

and he was, accordingly, saved from dismissal, and is now the 
tuhseeldar of Anoopshuhur. The editor we which of the 
reports made by two different Collectors in the case was bhe- 
lieved by Government to be true and which untrue, and whe- 
ther any inquiries were made by Government for testing the 
truth or untruth of the two contrary statements. As it is, 
Government carried out the wishes of both the Collectors, 
without caring to institute any inquiries. _ 


The Moozuffernuggur tuhseeldars are another instance. 
With the exception of two, vie, Wuzeer Khan and Najuf 
Ali (Tuhseeldar of Bodhanna), they are unfitted for the public 
service by weakness, bodily incapacity, or otherwise; and yet 
Wuzeer Khan, who is a strong and-robust man, and can ride 
40 or 50 coss without rest, has been removed from the service, 
and his place has been supplied by a man who is too old for 
the active discharge of the duties of a tuhseeldar. The case 
of the injured tuhseeldar was formerly brought to the notice 


of Government, and the editor thinks it worth while again to 
invite attention to it. 


The Khair-Khwéh-i-Alam of the 5th February wonders 
that while Government liberally spends large sums of money 
in the repair of the famous monuments of antiquity, it should 
grudge aid to the Jami Musjid at Delhi. The endowment of 
the mosque has been lost by the death of the founders and the 
apathy and indifference of their heirs; while, with-one or two 


exceptions, the leading Mahomed an gentlemen are shamefully 


(a) 


backward in rendering aid towards the stl want of this noble - 
building. Worse still, the income from the ground-rent — 
of the platforms around the mosque ‘has been appropriated by 
the municipality ; and, to cap all, while the expenses of the pro- 
tection of the whole city are defrayed from the municipal funds, 
the guards posted at the doors of the mosque are paid out of. 
the petty income at its disposal (which i is by no means ‘sufficient. 
even to meet the ordinary experises connected with the mosque, 
to say nothing of repairs, &c.,)—as. if Mahomedans. had no 
right to derive benefit from the Choongee funds. 


The attention of Government is invited to all this. 


The Benares Akhbar of the same date again urges on 
Government the desirability of transferring officials, such as" 
Tuhseeldars and Deputy Collectors, at stated periods, and 
remarks on the evil consequences likely to result from suffer- 
ing them to remain posted. at the same place for a long: 


time. 


In another article the same paper points out the need of 
publishing a Hindee version of Act XVIII. of 1873. The Act 
chiefly concerns the rural classes, who know Hindee; and it 
is therefore extremely necessary that a translation of it should 
be published i in that language for their benefit. 


In a communicated article, the same paper complains of 
the dirty state of the lamps posted in the streets at Allaha- 
bad. | | ; Ee erie 


The Oudh Akhbdr of the 6th February publishes the fol- 
lowing amendments of the Criminal Procedure Code of 1872, 
proposed by the Pertabgurh Law Club, and communicated to’ 
the editor for insertion in ‘his paper,. for the consideration 


of the Legislative Council, now . engaged i in myers the 
Code :— | 


 Firstly.—In cases of all offences, other than those punish- 
able’ with death or imprisonment for life, all possible éxtension 
and latitude should be allowed to the law of bail where the 


( 50.) 


accused happen to be gentlemen, and especially purdgh nisheen | 
women; in other words, a general permission should be given 
to release such persons on hail at least till the record of the , 
charge is complete, instead of keeping them in custody. In 
absence of such permission, much unmerited disgrace and 
ignominy have to be suffered by many respectable gentlemen 


and ladies. This representation’ concerns Nections 124, 129, 
- 889 and 390 of Act X. of 1872. 


Secondly.—The exemption ‘from: personal attendance at 3 
~ court, allowed by Section 151, should be more generally ex- 
_ tended forthe particular benefit of purdah nisheen ladies. 


Thirdly.—Section 188, relating to compromise and with- 
drawal of suits, should be rendered more clear. 


Fourthly.—Section 330, which, under certain conditions, 
empowers the Sessions and the. High Court to exempt women 
from being summoned to Court for the purpose of giving 


evidence, should be made more general, so as to enable purdah 
nisheen women to derive full benefit from it. 


Fifthly.— Greater discretion should be exercised in dealing 
the punishment of mere whipping. Very often respectable 
men who are quite guiltless, and especially persons charged 
under Section 411 of the Penal Code, are subjected to this 
disgraceful punishment by inexperienced officers.. The author- 


ity should not be vested in officers below. the rank of a Ma- 
gistrate with full powers. - 


POLITICAL (FOREIGN). | 
The Mérwér Gazette, in its local news columns, notices 


the injury done by bulls, which wander at large in the city of 


Jodhpore, and calls upon the Local Government to build an 
inclosure for the animals. 


> 


The Vidyé Vild of the 15th January publishes the ie 
ceedings of a meeting recently held by the Maharajah of. 


( ot) 
Cashmere at his capital; with a view to adopt measures for thé 
spread of Sanskrit learning in his territory. The proceedings 
opened. with a speech by the Maharajah, in’which, after dilat- 
ing on the beauty and antiquity of Sanskrit, and the import- 
ance of studying Sanskrit, His Highness proposed the esta-, 
blishmont of a special committee, with the Prime Minister as. 
the head, for furthering the progress of that language, and 
offered a sum of a lakh of rupees, together with a jagheer of 
600 ghumaos (as much land as can be ploughed in a day by'a 
single pair of bullocks), in aid of the project. The Maha- 
rajah’s example was cheerfully followed by the officers of the 
state, who promised to pay one month’s pay each in aid of the 
scheme. The money thus collected will amount to several 
lakhs, which it is proposed to lay out in some lucrative trade ; ; 
the profit being devoted to the promotion of Sanskrit learn- 


ing. | | 

The Kdrndmah of the 19th January, under ‘the heading 
“Hyderabad (Deccan),’’ states that Sir Salar Jung has re- 
cently increased the powers of the Assistant Talookdars and 
Assistant Suddur Talookdars; the former having been in- 
vested with civil and criminal powers up to 4 years’ imprison- — 
ment with hard labor, a fine of Rs. 1,000, and 30 stripes, 
and the latter with absolute powers to hear all cases in appeal 
punishable with imprisonment.up to 10 years’ rigorous im- 
prisonment, and « fine of Rs. 4,000, without consulting the 
opinion of the Talookdars of the Suddur Talookdars. , 


The editor of the Kérndmah calls i in aabsllen the propristy 
of investing these officials with such extensive jurisdiction, 
without previously testing their qualifications by means of an. 
examination, and without taking an oath from them ; and he 
would suggest the adoption of the English method, according 
to which all covenanted officers before their nomination to 

the Civil Service in India are required to enter into a formal 
_ agreement and to pass a prescribed examination, and are 
then gradually vested with increased eee dedording ag 


€ 52 ) 


they display their ability and karguedri in the’ discharge of 
the duties of their office. | Cie | 


The Koh-i-Mir of the 24th January praises the Mahara- 
jah of Cashmere for the various benevolent projects which 
have lately been introduced by him into his dominions. The 
most prominent among these are the following :— 


(a.) A fund.has been provided for the maintenance of help- 
less widows who are authoritatively prevented from burning 
themselves alive on the funeral pile of their husbands. 


(6.) A similar fund has been provided for meeting the ex- 
penses of the marriage of the daughters of Dogra Rajpoots, 
who were formerly deliberately murdered in infancy by their 


parents on account of the expenses consequent on their 
marriage. 


(c.) Schools have been established in numerous places, and 
are supported wholly at the expense of the state. pee 

The Mdrwdr Gazette of the 26th January, in its local 
news columns, gives credit to the Maharajah of J odhpore for 
having abolished the duty on milk, for which a contract used 
to be given by the state for Rs. 2,500 per annum. _ 


The Shola-i-Tur of the 3rd February states that, in. ac- 
knowledgment of the good services rendered by -his officials 
to the Yarkund Mission led by Mr. Forsyth, the Maha- 
rajah of Cashmere has been pleased to raise their Salaries ; 


Mr. Johnson, Wuzeer of Ladakh, having received an addition 


to his pay of an annual sum of Rs. 6,000 of Cashmere coin 
besides a rich khwllut : Mahta Shere Singh of Rs, 3 000 sal 
Gk... ? ; 


the other subordinate officials having gained rewards and pro- 
motions according to their rank, 


EDUCATIONAL 


A correspondent of the Allygurh Institute Gazette, while 
praising the. Government. of the North-West for having 


reduced the rate of tuition fees in the Government: colleges and 


( $8 ). 


schools in those provinces since: April last, thinks it hard that 
in case of the Aided Anglo-Vernacular Schools it should be 
a necessary condition in the grant-in-aid rules laid down by 
the Director that the amount of tuition-fees collected in 
any of those institutions must in no case be less than one- 
sixth of the Government grant allowed to it every month. 
Any person who has the least experience of the system well 
knows that in villages. in the interior of districts, where the 
majority of these schools are, the amount of fees collected is 
very uncertain ; consequently, the ruling in question is simply 
a hardship towards teachers, who, for fear of losing their 
appointment, see no other alternative than to make up from — 
their own pockets any deficiency which remains in the amount 


of fees fixed. 


The attention of the Government and the Director of 


Public Instruction, North-Western Provi inces, is invited to 
this. 


The Oudh Akhbdér of the 20th January publishes the 

proceedings of the meetings lately held at Bareilly and Etah 
for the raising of money in aid of the proposed Sanskrit 
_ University. As usual, speeches were delivered, in which the 
importance of the project was brought prominently forward, 
and an appeal was made to the Hindoo gentry to contribute 
towards its support. All present cheerfully responded to 
the appeal, and subsoriptions amounting, respectively, to 
Rs. 4,747 and 712 were raised ; Rajah Madho Rao (of Bareil- 
ly) heading the list with a subscription of Rs. 3,098. - 


The Mérwdr Gazette of the 26th January notices with 
regret the decline of the Ajmere Government College. The 
number of students of the college is said to have fallen off, 
and the success in the Calcutta University Examinations of 


the last two years has been very poor. The causes of this 
decline are mentioned to be these :— 


(a.) The separation of the College from the epee 
of Pablic saoieuction; North-Western Provinces, — 


( 54 ) 


(b.) Want of encouragemént -of the students in the 
way of providing them. with employments in the public ser- 
vice. Whenever any vacancies occur, they are filled up by 
foreigners. 

(c.) The isolated position of the college and its dis- 
tance from the city, in consequence of which it fails to be 


attractive to the people. 


The attention of the Chief Commissioner of Ajmere is 


invited to the last two points. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


The Majma-ul-Bahrain of the 18th January gives credit 
to Nawab Ali Mahomed Khan, a gentleman of Loodhiana, 
for having built a grand mart, or rather caravanserai, in that 
city for the benefit of the public; and still more so to the 
Maharajah of ‘Puttiala, who, at the Nawab’s request, has 
granted a liberal sum of Rs. 4,000 for the completion of the 
benevolent undertaking. 
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